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who were more liberal in their views but loyal to the King. This
led to the formation of the so-called Ministry of the 'Morgenrdtf
(meaning the dawn of freedom) of which the two most prominent
representatives were the Minister of Justice and Foreign Affairs,
von Maurer, and the Minister of Finance and Religion, Freiherr
Zu-Rhein.

The new Ministry aroused the greatest enthusiasm amongst all
those sections of the country, which like the Protestants, had not
been in agreement with the former policy. It was agreed that the
King had made an excellent choice. 'The downfall of the arch-
Catholic Abel, which two Landtags were not able to accomplish/
it was reported to Berlin, 'was .achieved by one who, even if she
be not frail, is yet a member of the frailer sex. While I deplore the
latter I welcome the consequences with all my heart, for they are
of the greatest importance, not only for Bavaria but for the whole
of Germany/1 The English Minister, whose opinions were similar,
also believed that, in spite of Lola Montez, Abel's downfall would
be greeted with unbounded satisfaction in the kingdom, by
Protestants and by moderate Catholics alike. What infuriated
Ludwig most of all against his former Ministers was that copies
of the famous memorandum exposing the King were rapidly
distributed throughout the country and finally printed in the
papers. The original lay well preserved in Ludwig's safe, therefore
only the composers of the memorandum could be held responsible
for its publication.

If the intention had been to free the King from the toils of the
dancer, the method chosen this time was so unfortunate that no
success could attend it. It was made possible for Abel to cloak
his resignation with a semblance of virtue, but the King remained
true to his lady. He was impatient to introduce her to his friend
Tann, but the latter had no wish to come to Munich. The accounts
he received gave him not the slightest desire to venture into the
witch's cauldron himself. The King therefore invited him, as he
had done so often before, to Briickenau, whither Ludwig was
planning to take Lola Montez. Tann was alarmed. In spite of
all his love and friendship for the King, he did not wish to have
anything to do with the dancer. And what a sensation all this
would cause in that small health resort! Heinrich von der Tann
was well aware that his sons, like everyone else, were antagonistic

1 Gra/Degenf eld to Freiherr von Canitz, Munich, 15th February, 1847.  Copy
in the Munich H.A.